[Rules of good clinical practice for atrial fibrillation in family practice].
The epidemiologic observations show that atrial fibrillation is a major challenge of public health. This article underlines the central role of the general practitioner to detect and treat the arrhythmia precociously, and to follow attentively the treatment (in particular, but not only, anticoagulant and antiarrhythmic therapies). The choice between various therapeutic strategies is reviewed. The family practitioner is also placed best to educate the patient to manage his pathology and his treatment in an optimal way. Pharmacological prospects exceeding the antiarrhythmic ones are evoked, as well as the contribution of nonpharmacological strategies, either already accepted in current practice, or under development.